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Istanbul Special IssueThe 31st FEBS Congress 2006, organised by the Turkish
Biochemical Society, is devoted to ‘Molecules in Health and
Disease’. The topic the organizers have chosen pays homage
to the challenge that Molecular Biology currently faces:
advancing the quality of human life. This endeavour is re-
ﬂected by the ﬁve themes in the current scientiﬁc programme:
Signal Transduction; Enzyme, Gene and Stem Cell Therapy;
Molecular Basis of Disease; New Analytical and Diagnostic
Approaches; and New Developments/Strategies toward Hu-
man Health. The contributions assembled in this Special Issue
span the breadth of these themes.
I am most indebted to the Authors who have accepted the
invitation to write these informative minireviews and to the Edi-
torial Oﬃce for their assistance in collecting them together into
this special issue of FEBS Letters. My sincerest hope is that this
selection will form a basis for a better understanding of what
will be presented in the Congress lectures and furthermore at-
tract the attention of current and future FEBS Letters readers.0014-5793/$32.00  2006 Published by Elsevier B.V. on behalf of the Feder
doi:10.1016/j.febslet.2006.04.030For some participants, our venue of Istanbul will recall
pleasant memories from the 2002 FEBS Congress. In that year,
the Turkish Biochemical Society oﬀered its kind hospitality to
the Israel Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology
in the wake of severe terrorist attacks in Israel, and Istanbul
was the last minute venue that replaced the original host city
of Jerusalem. I am convinced that every newcomer to Istanbul
will also enjoy this fascinating and lively metropolis. My sin-
cerest wish is that all participants will happily partake in the
rich scientiﬁc and the social programme.
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